HORSE CENTS
Throw a
Dirt Cheap
Derby Day
Bash!

¥
N

f,.

Sassy Sundresses,
Hip Housewares, Cool f

Cocktails,and MQ[&'* /
HOME BUYING 101

The Real Deal About
Real Estate
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3 J:! i Eij.'_}_. Fresh foged, yes. Green. no.
Los Arpebes landscaps architect
T i, | . ] i 1 Cletia, 39, has ovarscen dodeis ol
) { |4 o o T . big-busiget Hollywood projects
—— . i f \ ! T ! B, ! o i) i Bewt-prkead proshui 2 —
o e —— F [-— : hits owm backymrd. Opposio: This
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concrehs, Bt it's really just chesp

B | ke ik : 3
E | N L ' - AL ' pairAtd plyvegsod, The bpper ter
iF' -y b 1 ¥y e T #  cost riothing—'s thee back side of
i ; : f p 5 s — Lhe stage for dinlng alfresco with
' ' : numﬂhmmm
[ ke =1 %25 each at Liz's
Antiue and an cid
ﬂmmuﬂn
s adorned with n set of wheeds.
{ Lefthe oo limes roll!

Y *

'_* No peri \anent address? No problem. Just follow
the 188d of landscape architect Russ Cletta,
whogreated a frésh, frugal, and fully mobile garde
behind his Venice, California, rental. The finished®™ = =8
yard is proof that you don'f have to put down roots: S
to, well, put down rf::if::t': !..C-E]r'l you dig it? !
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Stepping shones, handmade from

poured concrebe, bead e way 18

1 pair of cheap bulterfiy chairs,

witich ane weather-neiislant

Fusnlicd B mglon Fesh covers ,

(aboul 330 each) from Urban o Gy
Daatlibiers. Chetia budlt bhe wall

using thesets of Handbacior (ako =
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Drotghas fir frame. Star [asmine R
mreskees  chramalbic el dn b dbeal
trellis (roally just amesh concreln
relrforcement). Opposile, op e
Murq.pqum;l.ﬂ:.mwn-
pothuci, His mix of inberilid and
purloined plcks Includes a ki of
ahde varkelies and a aginy
Mladngascar palm. Opposite,
beafiom center: Cletla idernbbed
he Ireesinnding Douglas fir deck
I & singde sftermcssn, Opposile, lop

-

-‘1 !Itlrdr.iﬂ'tﬂ-luut-hgl-lhu-hi:l_l L o RS
plece at Home Depot) and & |~ ' ’Eﬁ“ i

rifhit: A concrels boswd brime with
Kalanchas Bryrifficm Bronss
SepgMune, a South Alrkcan plant
Ehat sends up pellow-Bimned
wlalis by signal spring’s arrival.
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e, it SeermS Crazy droppang
Cash o SprUce Up 8 place your
rem, especially when you plan
oo, will, one of these
years, after you've saved encugh dough
fior a down payment. But wheng 15 8
writlen Bt st baca s you lve lease 1o
hesn, wod) nase §o Pt Lp witn pesing
paint, closet docrs that dont close,
refrigeraiors hal resk—or even B dusty,
desslate, debrs-shrewn eecuss for a :.'TIT-T-'-'L
For Russ Clatta, oo-ovmer of the Los
HAngehes [andscape arcivbactune fnm
Griffith & Clatta, thaf kind of concession
WS naver AN oplion. The barren, under-
ceveloped Iod that came with his Yenice
Beach rental hardhy suited the plart-read
chesigriern, wha has. shaped the ground
beneath the feet of some of Tinsefown's
st wanded actors, apents, and Sommer
piris. Besades, the BOU-square-foot, tao
bedroom 1520s cobiagpe, which he shares
with peartrgr Harry Gundersen, was n dire
mepd of enbertaining anans, Bt without
his &-list clientele’s bankroll, Clatta had to
o g s phof with ar e on his wallet
Firt, b atnuck & deal with hes landlond:
I eschange for Nome ImproserTents
espicially the ganden overhaul—his nent
wauldn be mised & kel a3 kong as he
remained a tenant. Then Cletta rolled up
his sheeves, nescued orphaned plants, and
ursd] recycled (and recyclable) materials
Ty e COS1S. kowy and creaie 8 Dackyaer]
that’s lush, kel and truly transplant-
abibe. The tobal of about 34,0008 this
Eo0dkho-po garoen 1S a bushel of green,
But that sum seems dirt cheap whenyou
oreacher it includes a founimn, an sulooor

Incroasing the onbertsining pobentinl of a small
basckyard Is eavy with a deck—and kuckily you don
bt B Bee i s ber builder bo get the party starbed.
Iin facck, yous ahould B abla bo fisd all the malorials
Im one irip bo your local Lowe's, Heeno Depssl, or
Erullding-supply store. First, chear a 10-fool-ty-
Li-foot anes and rake & fat, Mext, lay dowm four rws
of fowr 12-inch-squane precas! concrels paven
{about $21 for 16}, You'll peed to space them 40
Inches apart to make up the length and 24 knches for
the widih. Lengihwise, on lop of these supports, set
foar A=inchebry=6: Inch-by=14-foal pressurs-lrasted
Dcasglas fir beama. AL 860 each, thery don’t come

£11 each), Place the planks, edge Lo edge, nacross the
baane {check out the illusbrathon belos). Using two-
and-p-hal-inch deck screws (an $8 box will da youl,
fasten each plask bo all ke Boama Ta ke thi deck
shipshape, seal out the elemaents with a semisclid
#dain such as Cabot or Olymplc, which you can buy
il & pudnd Slore bor arcwnd $22 4 gallon, The tatal
okt of maberinbs s beis than 700, and the Labor
should ameoent 1o nothing o all=( youw call in o lrvor
or kwo. AMer all, thal's what friends ar for, <% H
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* HOTE TO MATH WHIZZES: ‘o gl think 2 1-foob-wids
oo Witk s oty 28 sic-inchrwads planks, but lum-
Berjacks like 4o rourd up. 504 "sheirch”™ wiith actuslly

e Hv fned 0 Pl incies: theqefone youll reeed 31

p‘

sofa, a deck, and bwo fences that (with the
Pelpod & few Triencs ard a e Coronas)
can be easily dismantied and reassam-
bised 8 Clestta’s rsd ackdress

Ty pull o this maowable feak, Bhe
landscape archifect first shudied his
ho, rcineg whhine e Sun and shads foll,
W WS nestlien] B g, af o wihaat
planés were worth keeping. A garden
risihs, focal poirits 1o drera you o, ofen
spofs to EJ"'FJI' M, and vesunl screens bor
privacy,” i Says. Soan existing Morfolk
|5 lard o, wiich shedes e Poss and
oS Gt pihone ines, aarmad 8 pdaca in
his new scherme. But the sprawling
AL hedpes, winich cramped the
J0-fook-bne-15-1pot space, got the ax.
Cletta replaced therm with two kinds
of walls, boalih sirearnbned Snd namow
On the ganden's east side, he putup a
serirm of phyweood—scavenged from joly
e, then hinessesd with an oil-based,
light grany stain—that borrows its fop four
et frowm the Back: Side of a neighbor's
costhy Plesiglas fenoa

O thi weeest sidle, Clatta tried an
inparirmsint, erecting A partition frorm
Hardibacher, & precsesd-cononede product
Csigned B unoeria ceramic file, He
sealed sheets of the material with awood
finesh and attached them o & Douglas fir
frame. This S-foot-by-40-foot industrial-
chic fence carmies a S50 price tag (nol
et hy mnimerraalisd but shill S400) cheapr
than 8 comparabke WoOOen Versson)
fnd sing the posts are just screwed to
anchors—sunk n concrsde with sacks
o rapi-sed oament—the sinuchure can
easily b urschons in about an hour withia



o seneeciriver 1 it durable? Like the
=it ol the gardien, this irsentie banmier
haes endunpd: three years and counting.

Crac Bhes area veas enclosed, Cletta laid
the grounchwork, He evened oul the bermain
bt shipped the typical sod-and-sprinkler
routirse in fvor of 8 $30 mantenance-fres
carpet made from bwo cubic yards of
crushed three-quarter-inch gravel. Whan
Chetta oot fendd Ehes ioeal stepning
giones at amy buiiding yaed, b mache his
o froms pourec] Soncrete (S8~ [nead on
h,” rigghl). Mt o dacks tha dech. ina
aimgle aftermoon Cletta built ore from
pressunt-troated Douglas fir planks. and
EnisarTes, Sy SCrewang then bogether
and setting them to rest on concnete
papvars (s “Top Deck,” page 57). The
kerer-shumng struchune sounds like a house
of cands, but its weight hobds i firmily in
place, Thae sax-inch-high platfonm defines
the outdioor dining room, furmished with 2
sheel table plucked from an office caletena
andd secondhand chaers spra-pasnted
sabver. Meartry, Cletia fashioned a sofa
froim a stack of cnder blocks, plus
phyacod and foarm wrapped n rermnant
fabric (see “Concrete Comicet,” abowt)
With minimal assemibly required, he was
sitting pretty in no ime

To comphide the paciure, Cliatta
coighed up 51,200 for a gas fireplste,
e of & three-foot-wide concrete Dasin
Hhaat hailchs Btk sand and crushed,
turnided glass (mailabbe at building-
supply shores). “T's e one splunge N
il o 10 hearve Detund,” he cone
Cades, "unce the gas bne akond oot
2800." Bua he's handhy been burmed Dy
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CONCRETE COMFORT

Even couch polabess noed [resh alr, Kicking back on
an all-weatber concreln sola ks easy and, rest assared,
8 ks s construction. First, plck a location next o
butbdineg (wehich will kend a wall har back suppset), vl
an elgght-lool-bry-beo-foot sroa, and cover Il withia
bvez-inch-thick Blanket of bullder's sand. You'll nead
abgut two skips' worth of the stull (313 each al mast
harcheane stores). For the base, round up 32 concrate
Blocks Ehal meadasrn 8 inches by B inchas by 16 inches
and usually cost about $1 cach. Ly oul 16 of them,
altarnating the short and long sides, o fll the pight-
fosd-by- oot cimsendcns and abut e wall Thin
ko wikh i second kayer of 16, mixing up the patiem for
slabilty's anke. For the seating bevel, grab teo three-
cpuasrber=inCh=thick eight-foot-ty-two-fool phewssd
bcards (about $25 lotal) and & twe-inchethick pleca of
hegh-deenaily b, ervaturing Sight el by teo et
{520 nl most upholstery and crafts stores). Stack the
two boards logether, hen place the foam on bog. Nist.
take sboud ke and & hall yards ol & wosthir-risklant
{abiris: like Sunbrella (rnilabla s wansoubdoor
luidas.com for §14 a yard) and wiap it arcund the
fozen and wood. Tuck the testile’s edies uedernoath
thi bscaards amd staphe in place. Th Srishing louch?
Pilis writh pillesws bor aclded packdiegg mnd punch.

TREAD ON ME

Divkn traffic in the right dirsction with slepping slones
of youir cem making, First, by your haeeds on some
foat-leng cardbogrd tubes, avallable ol most bullding-
supply slones for about $1 cach. (Clettn chose a warkety
of spans—from 15 o 30 inches acroda) Nast, using a
Saweal siw, alica sach haks horinantally Inlo foo two-
and-a-hall-rnch rings, Armange them In your pattem of
choboe. Then seftho the fonm firmiy in the ground st
teen and ahal! inches dieep. Renscen s diel within
each cirche dewn ba s base and pal dosm the surface
unkdl i1's ol Following the dircclions on the bag
Edend and pour the cement, (Clebla born throigh 25
Mmmummhumh
s i, ) Wit s browel, amccth sach paner lovel
with tha greasd. When tho cement s almoet haed,
sponge the surfaces io expose some sand graies for a
coanses Tl and bitter kraction, Wall for the concrvln
hﬂﬂﬂhmlﬂﬂmm—ﬂ-

dropping cash on his ring of fing—not cnly
i it pOrpecas, i ensunes the garden
remains a hot spot well info the night. A
perfoct (and portabde) foll comes in e
Torrn ol & concrele tountain hilled wath
water hyacinth and powened by a sub-
mersibile recirculating purig (about $45
% Lower's), " Thee oornibination of tha soumd
o warhesr s thee: vearTrith of fire lures
people out.” Cletta says.

Gron 1 high wolurmss of A0l trafms:
and limited time, space, and funds, Cletta
kept planting o a minemem, For greens,
o el MdgsciCan wesping bamiboos
(@ clumping noninvasive varnety) which
provided sorme much-neecded height in
& hurry, To help solten the bareness.of the
ouse and temce, e Drought m bwo mong
affcerdabie fast growers—ewirgresn graps
1o chirmb the walls and iragrant star
jasmine b clamber up a trellis made of
thur sheal maesh s 1o reirdoroe aondrele,
*1 v rancing buildhng stores, he admits,
“and scouring local Durmpsters and
alhrys.” That's Bow e pacioesd up rrany of
i ot chawrs, and at least some of the
ey container plants, which spill over
e ek onfo thi gransd, Bt Cletta sdnt
rriricd shwlingg ot good money for hardy,
E.]'E-:.I"-ll:l-r'l'l-llll'l'.all'l varigtses, such as the
striped succulent furcraes anound his fine
Encwar], = Ty v @k SAGLIS roobs,” Clefia
eorpilaing. Like the rest of his ganden, “they
dom’t mind being transplanked.” And
watuier Hha brre Comes, meiEeer will e, W

JErabitirt 51.200—to gt this Rk

For infioon hiring landscape architect
Russ Cledta fo plant ihe seeds of style
i yowar wara, call 310- 35454727

&

And youl Ihagphl ciradar bloghs werg
Just ko propping up old Pintos,
Cliats msesmbled 32 of thasa
ooncrole perms — s Sme plyeood
and fodim, Beth wrnpped in Suns
brefia fabric —be create an outdoor
i T o Tha sl Bescky lounga
iLzard, Opposite, top bett: A Sitver
painl job gl Ehe 85000 00 8
tradithonal Adircsdsck chair, which
carhes uip ko shal lrs=rgslipd

dlon Inja sinple clay pot. Opposite,
bt oo Coinbed . Chatla ean afforg

b stasp anad Srmell the flidwers—his
Ehrder, wikh Maxican woeiping
bamibcaos dnd statbered sucosbents,
I whout B ko malnlenancs &
tiey come. Oppotite. bop rights
Clirthn Eurned ihrugh Big mony=

it his. s Pl g Thvi Enblighbon
fre conomgte fouriala i 50 i



