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ARDEN

the natural look

“ Meadows, Roofs, Pools, Natives,
Bionic Plants, More Earth-Friendly Ideas
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sage advice

A Family Garden

RAKING SMALL CHILDREN AND A BIG DOG, ALLSON WRIGHT AxND ANDY KAPLAN WERI
content with a swing set, a cedar deck and a plavhouse in this garden on the west side
of Los "-H_a:r]w. In the blink of an eve, they knew, those swings could come down,

and the supporting structure would become an arbor—wisteria vines had alreads

started up its posts. The cedar deck was a favorite dog-napping spot, while the play-
house served as a fort, a club, a hideout from Mom and Dad, “Our goal was to make
the outdoors as usable and fexible as it could be,” -.'_1;|r|,1i11= Russ Cletta, a Venice,
Calitornia, I.'|r'.-|-u..3pr architect, who, with his partmer Jay Cariffith, I.il_'\.lgnl_'lt.ll."..righl

anl Kapl.ulla parden to be “dog-and-child friendly, with lots of options for adulis.”

A front courtvard is ideal for swate h:|:.;__l|
kids om sw ings, but its conerete bench can
wboubde as ll-ul:.g_-. rar table, lts bealy scrim, a
mix ol |:f'||:; miums and “Forest Fansy red
buicls spraimst a hedge, blocks the sreet whil
[ I'l.'.'lr:l'|5: a -El'-l_'l'" VECw Bod I|||_' ||l.||'.;_l\. FoHaET.
1t

&

But in contrast to its paved restraing
|i.£l.' ] '-'-l.'” |'H.'|'|.'|'-l.'t| g.:lrlll.'il |l:'.|r|_'\:'|l.'
a wiliber scene behind the ouse, bevand the

e &

deck: a Fanciful woods of citrus, mavien and
:I'I:l'!- SPLCTINA with a bark |l.:l|'| !I:I.;l. Curves
Flgagt! I'.|‘| I.I'l. |;l|-\.:.| IS .;||'||'| ECCITRE [ III'H.l.I'II WA,
With a similbar fntem
Griffith and Cletta |'||.|:|1

Lo ke the small lo
appear endless
o its edges with the same cucalvpius that
grows in |'n.-.ar|'-:. :-..1r||1._ s0 the “borrowed ™
trecs are part of the picture.
When the nlu-ugmln arrived in
1999 "-"-'liy_hli amnad H.l::-l:rl kad
ovvnied their home, a pared-down,
carly. #0s-styvle house converted

Lefe: Tucked away in the
garden out of sight of che
hause, the pliyhouss
BCoUraged creathicy.
Rilghr_'.h\ wistaria arbar
doubdes a3 8 wwing set
with heribs and phammium
dividing tha pliy area from
baunge space, Jedum bred
fodeam ks che seams
between concrete pavl g

to a more contempaorary design,
tor two years, Wright and Susan
Minter, :'. London i:-.qm;-.:. ||'|'-'|'-'|.
had already redone the inside,
changing windows, floors and fin-
ishes, replacing a kitchen wall
with gl.h- doors and -e_l.-m-ra'.lf.

||;J|11.'|:|:||1ﬁ up the living space an:

tving it to the outside. Minter, an

n JUME/jJUELY

Bl alom i st -r--||-r.!un...| Pevure we o ol B ghrii o hevauie we l-\.'|'||' ]"I":"'“;f GEDORGE BEAMARD SHAW Ailvdis aare

Tap: Susan Minter replacaed
a lywn with a spacious din-
Ing deck.Table by Randy
Frank: chairs from [anus et
Cin. Balow: Bronze
pharmium, Goodwin
Creek' lavender and Agave
altenuaio ‘Meova' againat a
backdrop of blue west-
ringla and pink and red
Few Zealand tea trees,

a
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sage advice

architectural I‘Il.'sjgl'll:l', had evien :m‘.i|:|p-:'d
an unused side lawn for a deck, where
Wright, who has a master's degree in pay-
i.'|‘rl.'l|l:l'_;:_'|. ard F.apl.n:u. aTV executive, woukd
olten dine en famille,

But the gardrn didn't work for the fam.
ilfn. l'-.}u'l.‘l_'.' fussy, the entry court featured
a scries of slate ramps, steps and walls be
tween the sireet and the front door, More
walls and sprawling plants blocked views
from the windows. And the side deck,
though sleek, was devoid of green and un-
c':m.nm_'t-:tl toa rilw.'-ll rear berrace, "W had
L Lk ] |J|1|.|'| the Furl!*; SANE i ]r-l;u “and Em”
the strong, minimalist lines of the b locky
house into the lindscape”

They replaced the slate with a clean grid
of concrete pavers in the courtyard, plant.
ing sedum in the scams, In the yiinining
space, they gave their arbor-cum-swing-set
a soft, u|'|||'|i:t|.l.| bark floor beneath .1n|:| Tan
a loaw shrub border between the two, full
of FOSCTIATY, lavender and *Gold Sword'
pharmium, Beside the deck, they cut a long
bed and packed it with fmlm-_gh: lilizs { D
ere icolor), u:u}l‘h ||ﬂ..|.|:.Lh that could take the
shade of a neighbor's deodar cedars. And
1hl."| linked deck and terrace |'|1.' '|:||.an'li:nL‘
III.].".[I.'JI trees on baoth and letti ing E‘u’mtu[r
rosemary spill from upper to lower levels,
i, uring the wall that divides them.

Lp above they granted Wright's request
for a “small jungle,” mibxing colors from the
rest of the g.m:h'n rust, blwe, olive green
and chartreuse—into a l.||'|.'.].1|:|:|- pastiche of

[

L .‘u|!|i]».r.'-|.|, lumlr!mg anad -::-'l.'rrh.mging p!anh_
Lows BENDER Westringia, phormium, agave and laven
L 212 249 5225 der, all drought-tolerant and low-mainte-
N Tt senatet Gt nance, weave together under the trees,
otaas Ary Mainmiry! | ' SpoitsDosign.com along the path that finally ends at the play-
5 lwsages, o Sm ] Erffﬁrrlf_;:r:;m“ﬂ:m house, a simple version of the big house,
R icaivns Wilaliorewlar L “Children love ]I...I.'I-I:IEL |:|Lu (= (] ||:|H|.' o says
q I flal { v Vianrrrter W r|l-1|||l whi ks hh]l_'r.ilnt of the muﬂ'dul 17~
. - |=u1~w to smear paint on p].nlmuw alls,
-.|]|.|."| re l:r|1|l. young once iz the im-
- plication. Let them have their plece of
Bau lien carth. The f.ln:lli:l. has since moved into
LEaron FAmTING bigger digs, again with the design assis-

LGN CRLATICT
= Filorads, (rawiien Fdond uifes,
Prtveits Liarriym [ rrmcuem
= Mhescpn Wity 'H'.I'I'm
f Civprnly. . Prvals Ladof
N | = il An Wisolee
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tance of Susan Minter and Cletta and
Griffith .—susaN HEEGER

W for more mformation, vt waw jagrifieh.com
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