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A Zen respite in the heart of L.A.

BY LYNN MORG AN

G RHAUSE LINGORED in mem-
Hr-r-_c. Kleck and modern, w stood

out among the more tradiiional
homes in the suburban Los Ange-

ks neighborbood iz ot oy
az a  post=Morthridge  carthguake
fixer-upper, Wealtor Swsan Cordon
shovwedd the howse o a chent, bt
cariilchin’s forget it When it came
on the market six vears later
her husband, Hows
executive, bought i, and set about
restorings 1t with the help |.l|.l.!-|"\l:|'_l1|.'l
“uj.' Lo,
The hoane st on a small bue well
propartioned lod, The previous awn-
l.|r||..1]'|'.c reiovated i interu W,
‘teid the g2 aonmpletely,
Thee vard, both froome and back, was
all dhire, clead grass amd weeds, with a
angle, 30-foot-tall Brazilian pepper
tree dhading the house. It was dyang.
Cnop recommended landscape arcln
tect Bouss Cletea, of Estate Gardeas by
ValleyCrest, o desipn a setting wou
thy of the home his clients wanted (o
create, Once they settled on him, no
other |.I:-:_'-.|;!_l||=|_'| wwionld dos: Thie Ceosr
dony waited alinnost twa yoars uitil
ihiey were able fo bringe Cletia on o

begin the project.

Ruiss Cledia of Esimts Gardens by '|u|f-r:.'
el avnvilsionard o privale miodern ganden
relreal for the Los Angebes resddence

-u_f' Siisain il Hovwwrd Gardon,
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ppesite and above: Cletto planted o clingbing grapevine thol will eventually grow over the steel trelliz, Belows The outdoor hitchen,

“Ross” style s umague,” Susan says, “He las a imodern
pergpective and an architectural sensibility, e howse
is very coatcrmporary, unlike st of the houses in this
area, anad we wanted our garden o be contemiporary also,
T s wras e |_||_'r|:|_'|_ L anian bor ohe _||.:||'| angd we werne '|.'..'I“III1_I;
toe weant for him,”

Whess Cletta canmwe to the progect, b fomusd a l.'|r:|:|.||[!.'
blank slate. Even the ||I||!.:v|.' Eiraceal iz
pepper inee, wlvich thar Crondions lowed,
woas dooaned. “We gave it ns Last riges.”
he quups, “ganid then REM Lo ork,”

Cleta began by asking the Gor-
dons what they wanted, what they
expected, and how they intended o
use their new garden, I8 had to har-
micsnnze with their honae amnd the lives
that they lead,

“The houswe is very detailed in
teerne ol foowishies and materialy” mote
Cletta, “Lots of tune and care went
1L FI].I1III.III!.'_ the pace. I weaned o
use the samie vocabulary ouidoors,

“It's the longess praject | have ever been on,” he con-
tmues. “lt took a long time to get started doe o rain
delays, and then there were problems with the materialks
FTIELE HixlERE KEPFORET COG1LLEA

ThikN TR

[ Thee banildding stone had oo be fnished oo exact specifica-

tions amd all imperfections removed before it coubd b
installed.”

Susan Gordon remained appreciative of Cletta's atten-
vion (o detail and dedscanion, even under sdverse coir
cumstances, = The weather was awiul—record rains,” she
recalle * Foass amd it texm were often knee -|!I.'-\.'|.1 s mwal,
but they kept working.”

E suatac th-\.I'.\'l.mn.L steel amnd stose
became Cletta’s materials of chowce,
He vsed honed bluestone for pavers
amd the countertops of the alfresco
Kirchen area. The cabinets, banguettes
and deck are made of the sustainably
harvested Soath American hardwood
e, “It's beauniful” Cletta says, "l
odlers many of the benchits of ather
hardwoods, hike teak or mahogany,
withour the guile.”

Clegta enclosed the vand sith a
privacy hedge, wsing fern pines to
both define s boundaries anad shicld the garden from
street nodse, sdding a fruitles olive tree for an accent, He
filled ehe yard with varions shades of grecn: mock orange,

Spring 1'|||I;I-|'|l.l|,"|‘ Lawrysins, |i|||1.||J|:|Jr| blue bambioo,

T=gnd 1%



Aaljocend ie the maain elfresco dindng area
I a1 ke anal Baifl-in sealing surrouniding
u fiire pit. The Gordoms wse the spoce for

rnkerlaming r|'|rr.lu|:|'|.-||||l e hading ."\. |
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The dining mrea s Hmed with o hind of gross, Fern pines, sage pelms and an alive tree border the area, ensuning complele privace

sageo palm and star-jasmine, It's a reserved and disciplined
design, without frills or excess.

“1 picked a color scheme that was simple and ever- |
green,” Cletta explains, "MNot a lot of sttention was given
b Howeriing plants; 1 was leoking for differing shapes and
textures to create the visual imerest. There's a bo of dark
grecn, coitiasted with dustier shadey, chartronse amd ul
ver, The greens are cooling and calming, and they har-

manize witlh the bhsestone,” |

The plants he selecred are abso low-maintenance (the
Gordons are not avid  gardeners), pest-resistant and
porennial, 1 selected a palette chat is timeless—it doesn
look thiar different from winter o spring.” e explains,
“I wamtesd them to be able w enjoy their garden all year
roand.”

To that end, Cletta made the outdoor living room the
;Jr:‘h‘l:l". fircal |H.li:r|1. l.||4|!'ill;|.1 its steel trellis with L'|II:II-|1III4{
EFApEVInes, e wimes will contine to Oy aiwd clamb,
getting thicker, creating more shade and shelter,” he says.
Clerta added space heaters, outdoor lighting and a fire pic:
a simple concrete bowl, filled with lava rocks, equipped
with natural gas jets. It provides the space with both an

aesthetic and a social centerpiece. “It draws prople om
side,” he says, “away from the television.”

The overall impresion s of disciplived seremity, The
garden 15 hsh, without being excesive, complementing
the fresh, contemporary look of the howse and reflecting
Tl BEFORT COLLECTION
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the swner'’s urbane sensibilities. “The hovse s nsmalist
in the use of decoration,” soys Cletta, “The artistry i in the
woodworking and the materials, rather than i ornamen-
tatioas. The ganden masks the house, o it does not seem so
austere.”

A studidoffice was added 1o the property 1o allow
Susan Gordon to work at homse, and the garden pro=
vides a soothing view from her desk. An clevared deck
ol T the master bedroom opens out 1o a private corner of
the garden—shady and obscured by overhanging plams,
providing another corner of respite for the busy couple.

Visitors describe the couple’s garden as “Japancse™ or
“Zen.” Indeed, there 5 an Asian Haver to the garden,
with 1t cleam stratgght lines, reserve and imeditative atmao-
sphere. It was designed o instill calm as well as convivi-
ality, as a refuge for sts owners to share with one another
and with friends. Chiee inside the cool, green enclosure,
chaos recedes, and is replaced by peace.

'-I'i't!l|'l||." who come o visit don't want o leave,”
Say5 Basan

For Cletta, it remains a work in progress, “A garden 15
mever really done,” he savs, "It's a living, changing thing,
And over the years, the clients and their needs change,
toan, It a lifclong commitment, watching over in,” &

Ries Cleira, VallepCirend Diesipn Cororp
18220 85N, ||ww'.|'|||'||-r]'|n':r.rq'n|




